|COOL JOBS| Globe
Hopping with Claire
Soares
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woud clos At Cladre Soares can |||,'i|| voul The owner of |._||_j pihe Adr Life. a luxoery teavel tour
Business, says one of her company's Founding missions s 1o encourage more Alrican

Ymericans o experienes the wonders of the world beyvond teaditionally traveled ehannels.

Uprin the Adr Life, which has gained more than G000 Facebook members in just under three years
ol existence, organizes comprehensive tineravies and upseale accommeodations in brag-worthy

mternational destinations such as Croatia, Colse ancd Thaland

Soares. who has traveled extensively For business as g ollware sales rep anel For !s]1'.'h|||'|' as
worldwide adventurer, now uses her global knowledge (plos her taste for ife's Gner things) 1o

experily plan onee e ifetime excursions for clients.

EBONY com |'.:s||5_-;||l L W ith Soares in-between her jet ‘-I'||i||i-_' 1 dliscuiss her onprany, her iq:-||| neys

and Favorite fravel Lips,

EBOMNY: Y ou went From teaveling for vourself 1o planning these destination tours Ffor others,

What sparked the new direction?

Claire Sonres: Prabably over the last three or Give vears in the [Facebook ] travel groups that ve
becn i, Pve planned group trips to Paris and g group trp o Thailand, 5o 1 was planning these
mternational Il'ip‘-. amil | started Er].‘qllll'rll;; this massive vachi w !'l.'l\.. Iw s “]\I'_ vl kinom u.h.'ql'.‘ |

shouled !rr'uh'rlhi'; ereate a business, because | think D want to do this long term.
EBONY: Why select some of these nontraditional destinations for your tours?

l::.“'\-: It Wikl wanl bo jtatl L I|||' LT ihlll'.‘ul_ il'k ;|||:.|..fi||j:. Bunt | I|'|i|||\. [||1'|'i' e 500 TS IIi”II'!'I'rI| '|:||'u|:-||'
offering something like that. [ want 1o go places that the average person wonldn't go. We go
vaehting in Croatia. That's not very comnmon Cor people, | like to expand people’s minds when i
comes 1o travel. Even the Coba trip, that's not commaon - being able 1o go on a legal teip [through]
the |:'-:'r|||||' (1] pl'llji]l' |[ l.|'iv'l'|1 "l.r||||:|w.:\.:l<|.-.|| “rs'l':;.l':lrll (11 |II.'I'I' SO ;_'e'l Ty i:llq'l._t-:[ with the € I:I||i1|s's m

different formats, And you get to learn the history

EBO™NY: W hen vou think of group tours. vou think of trraveling with fanny packed American

stercolyvpes, How does the group teavel experienee work Tor your trips?

CS: I you book with us, i°s really about knowing there will be other brown people, And | think
that s what's really important. There s delimitely a benelin to be able 1o conneet with people who

have similar backgrounds and simnlar cultural experiences,

| think another cool part is the people who come an these trips, They are exceutives at Disney, they
work al Miecrosolt. They are power playvers, Fram a business perspective, vou get to rub elbows,
which | think s also |.:I'1'n|. 50 :\.I"II.I'(' [JExl _il.l'ul ','_lHIII;.L' on A 1r'i|1 to bave Puns Y ou are also III.ILiII'r'_

connections for many I|:i|'|:.:-\ in life, whether for I.I'il'lld'\llul or for Putire business O Lunities,

[Additionally], any place you go where there is no chance you can read anything and no chance you
can understand anything, there is a huge level of discomfort. By being able to go to these places
like Thailand in a group setting, | think it makes people a lot more comfortable.

EBONY: T sounds like when you ook with Up in the Air Life, no stone is lefl untorned in
terms of planning hotels, restaveants and exearsions, But is there a speciliec experienec in

yvour past travels that made von hecome o better tonr planner?

C8: The thing: For me earclier an i the dayvs when Dreaveled was not having a hotel that was vetred
So | remember being in Marrakesh in Morocee, 10s a Muslioe countes, [So as o woman |, vou need o

OV U there: viou meed o be o hitle mare i'.|l||ill||‘|-. | ehieln’t havves the bhest time beeause ol whore
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[our hote]| was, The place was nice on the inside, but the outside at night made me feel very unsafe
and uncomlortable. s very dark at night, and you have 1o walk through alleys to get back 1o vour

[With Up in the Air Life], just about 30 percent of the places we go are places that we've already
been to. Our staff has heen there several times. So when we're picking what to do, it's usually the
best of the best,

EBONY: You've heen globetrotting for years now, How do vou think travel has changed in the
last 10 vears?

CS: O of the things that we think has changed s the online booking and do- it voursell thing
that whaole concept [of | save money, book it yoursell. | think For a while we switehed from ealling a
travel agent to going to Expedia and Orbite. But | feel like people are coming back to wanting a

personalized concierge experience. And that's why we ereated Upoin the Air Life,
EBOMNY: How has social media afTeeted teavel and tonrism?

Cs: Social media is veally exposing more people to travel, D was iraveling anywhers from 13 o 16

countries i vear. And with social media, it brought this ability that people | koew or my online
Cricnds saw me going o all these places, They saw me go o the Austealion Open. They saw me go
to the French Open, seeing this all online, I they didin’t bave social media, then they wouldn'n, 5o
what that docs, it breeds a curiosity,
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EBONY: You've been to 10 different countries, Do vou have a favorite destination out of all of
them?

CS: Thailand is delinitely one of wmy Favorite places, For the Food, for the beauty, Tor the temples
and for the history, Twent o Thailand Tthink mayhe for the Grst time theee or four vears ago, [1
was iy (st time being ina countrey that was so different—from the culture to the eeligions
influences there, Also, when vou eompare the American dollae aocd how strong i s, you can gel
street Tood a whole meal For acdollar or less, Or vou go oo restaurant, aod i0s like 83000 87 Oran

hour-long fool massage is S0, a body massage is 815 10 520 USD, That's mind bogeling.
EBONY: Do you have a Favorite Tood that you diseovered out of the country?

CS: Brazilion fejjoada, [Us a Portuguese dish. I0s a stew made with beans, pork and rice. That's
probably one of my favorite things, 've been to Brazil several times, and | had that For the first
time in S0 Paulo, and it was just amazing

EBONY: You're probably an expert at navigating the airports, Can you pass along a helplul
teavel tip?

Cs: Probably my Gavorite tip s o get lounge passes for the airport. What most people don’t Kiow
15, vou can get United, American Aiclines lounge passes, and they sell other ones oo, You can gel

then online on at eBay, where peaple sell them and re-sell them,

But the useful thing about lounge passes is, when von have long layovers and vou are traveling

internationally, these passes may cost vou S25, But vou are getting unlimited drinks, snacks anc,

internationally, there is o buffel, Lounge passes are something that Lalways have in my back
pocket, Whenever | have a lavover, Um always in the lounge, powering up my deviees, P eeading,
I having a glass of wine or U'm grabbing some Tood,

EBONY: Do yvou have a weird travel habit?

Cs: | alimest always wear the same thing every time | travel imternationally, | have these legging
panits, and they have a leather steip on both sides and have zpper poekets, So theyre stylish and
combortable. And L always wear o hlack Up i the Aae Lite shirt, Lalways wear all black every time

I travel. ancd a jean jacket. Because jean jackets go with evervihing.
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