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Up in the Air Life Features Black Travel That Gets

Both Lit and Luxe

Black Travel. Exvellence,

It's weoneapt that haes lrorally taken fhight
owned and operated tour company Up in the Air Life.

u Udemy

wo 959% OFF

! COURSES .~

COUPON-

Anshony Meackie Gives the Final Word on 'Who Waorc Faloon
or AntMan

courtesy of skyrocketing hlack-

A ghittery dusmond on anoinereasingly dack trvelbmovement landsanpe,

UTTAL s rep oo serving ap consistent bloek sxesllanes from Caba to Crontin 2

ser&trong U5 epinght the attemntion ¢

cansed the growing Washingron, DO -bagad company to teiphe its revennd

rporaieeiants like Walmat amd has

FENTY BEALITY by Rihanna Kill awatt Fail
Fraestyls Heghtichter

sanee i fivst trip dnczon g Thes vear TITAL @ projecred to pull i §1 million

The venasomnf

UTTAL clients don't take trips— they partake i epic, culturstly sursted

adventures, whether that's puffing poolside cigars with the boys in Cartagens,
Colombig, or buunging o Pans for the kikoff of Beponce's workd toar
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For pazspor =sporting millenmials and Gen Xems, the opporfiny fooview the
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“Put & group of fly, yoaeg, upswardly mobile black folk oo a yacht ora plane
together amd megie happens,” saps founder Claire Soares, who has built her

ernpdre part Hime woerking ag n soffware sales rep

“UTTAL terds to attzect like-minded gronps of people—execs for companies
like Microsett and Google slong with doctors, consultants and entrepreneurs
—filks who are well=traveled with high expectabions,” she explaing “The
priworking is often just as attractive as the experiences are”

And what “expericnees” they are; Soares and her staff of 25, located from
Mexico to Mew York (she plans to triple her pat-time fun consultant crew by
summer ), litepally stour the earth o create the mest memorable adventbures
for their chentele

“We hnve an on-staft sommalier whe takes cliznts on fond sod drink jaunts
through Champagne, France, and Bologna, Ttaly, pairing Ave-course meals
with some of the world's best wines and chempagnes," saors Soares, the sclf-
proclaimed “Chisf Memory Maker,” “In France; we've rented out one of the
prelammed Moet coves and thrown black-tie dinpers. In Belogna, our clents
huve s abilbe 1o tomst 10 the potrarch of one of the obest vipevards in ltaly,
v Pl elbows wirh the Traling wine ambassador, They also get to leam Tow
te make posta and saunces from serareh ”

UITAL “offers only the besl" save Soares, betause often black travelers are
nol made fo feel weleomre o sppreciited

“I.think in life [our] prople aren't mede to fecl appreciated, so we go above
and beyond to make oor geests' experiences special and unigue,” Soares says.
“Secing them ery absome of the surprise gifks we've given them, or to see us
chillmg out al literally some of the most lusurises pleces on earth—like the

Copaeabann Palace in Rin—brings a smileto my face”

The travrel-related glee is both shared and apparent, as evideneed by the rise
ofsuch groups as Nomedness Travel Tribe, Travel Noire and the Black Travel

Movement, which hivee hundreds of theusamds of black sucial medin followers
amang e, Then There are thoge whe regulady bop off Feeebook-and onto a

4 percentage points in 2013 fo b in 2014, then climbed to 19 palntz in2olg

TE

and went up another 18 points o 2006, per the travel and hosp Ly

marketang firm MMOY Qlobal With many professional blacks following a
natinnwide trend that sees 2o-) 0~ Bnd even go-somethings getting married
and having children later in Jife, they™we gt both 1he time end meoney oo
spend on travel

Bt TTTTAL's elimbing sales among this prive andience speak for themselves:
Last moontl, the company sold ont three mega yachts. for Croatia i August m
qust a few hours—when Soares had coly planned on selling one.

“Cloge o100 people jumpad on thiz oppormimity from all sround the world,”
says the Vieglna native, referencing the pracey tap bur also OTTAL's
convensent *pay to play” layaway plan, "It's been our fastest-sellmg yachting
trap Lo date,” she says sbout UITAL's contimied presence as one of the few
Llack groups at world Yacht Week “Word has gotten out about our bigh level
of sarvica - We cater to Black elientele in a way no other company is doing "
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o thus,
Having been onsix tours hogiad by UTTAL o Urben Yacht Lile {Soans

splociTenmpany) and connting sinee 2oug, Williams says that bedag down
with the UITAL crew has beetra Bfe-changing expenence

*I linked up with Clatee and UITAL at a time | was ready to teavel bul 2 lot of
my Irends were not,” hesavs “That medant | walked away with o whole new
growp of friends! ['ve connected wirh people whe have inspared me to get
unecanfiable imnomy Wi and make bold moves, such as leave a grear day jobs
ter start my own consulting practiee,” he eaps. "Thiz year, [ am working on
stafing a nonprofit organmation whose core fioens 13 to help create more
minoenty data engimeers such as myself”
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